TWENTY-FIVE COMMANDMENTS OF JESUS
Not clearly numbered and listed, as in the Old Testament outward Law of the 10
Commandments, they are found among the teachings of Jesus in the 4 Gospels, and are
available for all who have a heart to seek them.
We all too easily think, with the emphasis that Jesus places on love and forgiveness, that he
didn't teach any absolutes. But, as can be seen here, Jesus did place boundaries on
believer's behaviour, along with instructions for Godly living.
I have grouped these into 3 categories for easier comprehension.
Don't take my word for it! Study the Scriptures!
David Tait
Walking With Jesus Ministries
www.wwj.org.nz

RELATING TO SALVATION
1. REPENTANCE of sins. (Matthew 4:17, Luke 15:7-10)
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” (Matthew 4:17)
7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.
THE PARABLE OF THE LOST COIN
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and
search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and
says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” (Luke 15:7-10)

2. JESUS - THE ONLY WAY to God (John 10:9, 25, 14:6)
9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.
(John 10:9)
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me,
(John 10:25)
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
(John 14:6)

3. BE BORN AGAIN of God (John1:13, 3:3, 3:7)
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
(John 1:13)
3 In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” (John
3:3)
7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ (John 3:7)

4. ASK for, SEEK salvation (Matthew 7:7, Luke 11:10)
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.
(Matthew 7:7)
10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. (Luke
11:10)

5. BE DILIGENT to find 'The Way' (Matthew 7:13-14, Luke 13:24)
THE NARROW AND WIDE GATES
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and
many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
(Matthew 7:13-14)
24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not
be able to. (Luke 13:24)

6. BE READY for the LORD'S RETURN (Mark 13:33, Matthew 25:13)
33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. (Mark 13:33)
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. (Matthew 25:13)

7. WATCH out for false prophets (Matthew 7:15-21)
A TREE AND ITS FRUIT
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.
16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17
Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit,
and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 7:15-21)

MORAL CODE
1. NO MURDER or ANGER (Matthew 5:21-2)
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be
subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.
Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’
will be in danger of the fire of hell. (Matthew 5:21-2)

2. NO ADULTERY or LUST (Matthew 5:27-8)
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a
woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:27-8)

3. NO DIVORCE (except for marital unfaithfulness) (Matthew 5:31-2, 19:9, Mark 10:10-12, Luke 16:18)
DIVORCE
31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that
anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and
anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery. (Matthew 5:31-2)
9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman
commits adultery.” (Matthew 19:9)
10 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11 He answered, “Anyone who
divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12 And if she divorces her
husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.” (Mark 10:10-12)
18 “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a
divorced woman commits adultery. (Luke 16:18)

4. NO SWEARING (Matthew 5:34-5)
34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his
footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. (Matthew 5:34-5)

5. DO NOT seek RETRIBUTION (Matthew 5:38-42)
AN EYE FOR AN EYE
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil
person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if someone wants to sue
you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him
two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from
you. (Matthew 5:38-42)

6. OBEY MAN'S LAWS (except where contrary to God's law) (Matthew 22:21, Mark 12:13-17, Luke
20 25)
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
(Matthew 22:21)
PAYING TAXES TO CAESAR
13 Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words. 14 They came to
him and said, “Teacher, we know you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no
attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to
Caesar or not? 15 Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap
me?” he asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16 They brought the coin, and he asked them,
“Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. 17 Then Jesus said to them, “Give to
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” And they were amazed at him. (Mark 12:13-17)
25 “Caesar’s,” they replied. He said to them, “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.
(Luke 20:25)

LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
1. LOVE ALL - God, friends and enemies. (Matthew 22:36-9, 5:43-8, Luke 6:27-36)
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38
This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’40 All
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:36-9)
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you: Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love
those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet
only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:43-8) (Luke 6:27-8)
27 “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If
someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if
anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ love those who love them. 33 And
if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ do that. 34 And if you
lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners,’
expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting
to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind
to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. (Luke 6:27-36)

2. GIVE ALMS to the poor SECRETLY (Matthew 6:1-4)
“Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no
reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have
received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will
reward you. (Matthew 6:1-4)

3. PRAYER a. PRAY in SECRET (Matthew 6:5-6, Mark 12:40)
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues
and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.
6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. (Matthew 6:5-6)
40 They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most
severely.” (Mark 12:40)

b. The LORD'S (perfect) PRAYER (Matthew 6:7-13, Luke 11:1-4)
And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of
their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
9 “This, then, is how you should pray:
”‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ (Matthew 6:7-13)

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord,
teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: ”‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 3 Give
us each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.’” (Luke 11:1-4)

4. FORGIVE a. OTHERS to obtain forgiveness (Matthew 6:14-15)
14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But
if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:14-15)

b. ALL THE TIME (Matthew 18:21-22)
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins
against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven
times. (Matthew 18:21-22)

5. FAST in secret. (Matthew 6:16-18)
16 “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are
fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head
and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who
is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. (Matthew 6:16-18)

6. SEEK HEAVENLY not earthly WEALTH (Matthew 6:19-24, Luke 12:20-1, 16:13)
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in
and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The eye is the
lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are bad, your
whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 “No
one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. (Matthew 6:19-24)
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what
you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is
not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:20-1)
13 “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” (Luke 16:13)

7. DO NOT WORRY (Matthew 6:25-34, Luke 12:22)
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you
will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the
birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 28 “And
why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you
that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass
of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you
of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
(Matthew 6:25-34)
22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or
about your body, what you will wear. (Luke 12:22)

8. JUDGE OTHERS and you will BE JUDGED (Matthew 7:1-6)
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with
the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s
eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the
speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 6 “Do not give
dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and
then turn and tear you to pieces. (Matthew 7:1-6)

9. SPREAD THE WORD of God (Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15-16)
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, (Matthew 28:19)
15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and
is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. (Mark 16:15-16)

10.BE HUMBLE (Matthew 18:1-5, Mark 9:33-7, Luke 14:11, 18:14)
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called
a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you change and
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 “And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my
name welcomes me. (Matthew 18:1-5)
33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the
road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. 35 Sitting
down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant
of all.” 36 He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37
“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not
welcome me but the one who sent me.” (Mark 9:33-7)
11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 14:11)
14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:14)

11.USE your God given ABILITIES (Matthew 25:28-9, Luke 19:26)
28 ”‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be
given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.
(Matthew 25:28)
26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing,
even what he has will be taken away. (Luke 19:26)

12.SPECIAL LOVE for other CHRISTIANS (John15:12-3, 17, 13:34)
12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay
down his life for his friends. (John 15:12-3)
17 This is my command: Love each other. (John 15:17)
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. (John
13:34)
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